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the evidence against all the three prisoners equally 1882.
strong.    But even he was impressed by the dying
declaration of the other two in favour of Myles,
and the Viceroy would probably have accepted it
if he had not known the real meaning of it to be
that Myles, though present for a guilty purpose,
had not himself struck a blow.    Lord Spencer gave
by his inflexibility a handle  to other politicians
besides the Pamellites, and it was long before he
heard the last of the Maamtrasna murders.    His
open enemies gave him comparatively little trouble.
The Irish National League, founded on the 17th of The
October, was simply the old Land League under
a new name.    Mr. Parnell had  discouraged  the
Ladies' Land League, which was not subject to
his control, and stopped it by withholding funds.
The new organisation was entirely at his disposal,
and its chief, if not its sole, object was Home Rule.
The immediate question, however, was not whether
Ireland should have Home Rule, but whether she
should have any rule at all.    Dublin was not safe, crime m
Mr. Justice Lawson, who had committed Mr. Gray, Dublm'
proprietor of the Freeman s Journal, to prison for
contempt of court, was only saved by the vigilance
of his escort from assassination in Merrion Square. NOV. n.
A fortnight later a detective was killed in Abbey
Street, and a man named Field, one of a jury who
had convicted the murderer of a policeman, was
stabbed outside his own house in North Frederick
Street, and left for dead.    It is strange that in the
face of outrages like these the Irish Executive should
have wasted time and energy in prosecutions for
speeches.    But at the beginning of 1888 Mr. Healy isss.
and Mr. Davitt were sent to prison for six months
in   default  of  finding   securities   for their good
behaviour, with the result that a quarrel between
Davitt and Parnell about the nationalisation of the
land was immediately healed*    The indictment of
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